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SUBJECT: MRS GANDHI ACCUSES OPPOSITION OF VIOLATING PROMISES 

REF: NEW DELHI 3728 

1 . IN HARSH SPEECH IN UP MAR 17, MRS. GANDHI ACCUSED OPPOSITION 
AND PRESS OF BACKING OUT OF PROMISES THEY HAD MADE WHEN EMERGENCY 
WAS RELAXED THAT THEY WOULD NOT INDULGE IN VIOLENCE AND 
INDISCIPLINE AND THAT PRESS WOULD NOT PUBLISH NEWS DETRIMENTAL TO 
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INTERESTS OF NATION. OPPOSITION PARTIES WERE TRYING TO USE THE 
FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM BY "SPREADING RUMORS OF ALLEGED EXCESSES 
IN IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRAM". PRESS WAS PUBLISHING ALL SORTS OF 
RUMORS AND OTHER UNDESIRABLE NEWS. OPPOSITION HAD MADE SEVERAL 
ATTEMPTS AT VIOLENCE BEFORE ELECTIONS AND TRIED TO CREATE INDIS- 
CIPLINE, CHAOS AND ANARCHY AMONG STUDENTS, LABOR AND OTHERS. 
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2. JAGJIVAN RAM AND OTHER OPPOSITION LEADERS DENIED MRS. GANDHI'S 
CHARGES, DENYING THERE WAS ANY AGREEMENT WHICH HAD BEEN MADE 
WITH MRS. GANDHI BUT ALSO DENYING THAT OPPOSITION HAD ENCOUR- 
AGED VIOLENCE. RAM SAID FREEDOM OF PRESS MEANT REPORTING OF 
EVENTS AS THEY TOOK PLACE. 

3. FOLLOWING ON MRS. GANDHI'S COMMENTS TO BBC (REFTEL), THERE 

HAS BEEN SOME INCREASE IN NERVOUSNESS AMONG SOME INDIANS WE HAVE 
SPOKEN TO IN DELHI AND WITHIN DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES THAT MRS. 

GANDHI MAY YET BE CONSIDERING SOME DRASTIC MOVE TO HOLD ON TO 
POWER EVEN IF ELECTION RESULTS GO BADLY FOR CONGRESS. ONE INDIAN 
NEWSMAN PASSED ON RUMOR GOING AROUND THAT SENIOR CIVIL SER- 
VANTS HAD BEEN TOLD TO "WRAP UP THEIR AFFAIRS" BY THIS 
WEEKEND, A CRYPTIC NOTICE WHICH NO ONE QUITE UNDERSTOOD 
BUT WHICH SOUNDED SOMEWHAT ALARMING. 

3. ANSWERING A PRESS QUERY, JAGJIVAN RAM TOLD INDIA TODAY, 

A BI-WEEKLY PUBLISHED YESTERDAY, THAT THE ONLY ACTION HE COULD SEE 
MRS. GANDHI TAKING TO AVOID DEFEAT BEFORE THE ELECTIONS WERE COM- 
PLETED WAS "MARTIAL LAW, BUT THEN AGAIN, THE ARMED SERVICES 
ARE AN IMPARTIAL ENTITY. WE TOO CAN APPEAL TO THEM". THIS 
IS THE FIRST REFERENCE BY A SENIOR OPPOSITION POLITICIAN TO MARTIAL 
LAW SINCE THE CAMPAIGN BEGAN. CHARAN SINGH TWO WEEKS AGO OB- 
SERVED THAT THE ARMY MIGHT HAVE TO TAKE THINGS INTO ITS HANDS IF 
THE ELECTION WAS NOT CONDUCTED FAIRLY. (NEW DELHI 3589) 

4. COMMENT: EVERYONE IS GETTING A BIT "NERVY" IN THESE FINAL 
DAYS BEFORE THE BALLOT COUNTING, AND THE IMAGE OF THEDEMONS- 
TRATIONS AND USE OF THE ARMY AFTER THE PAKISTAN ELECTION 
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ARE VERY VISIBLE FROM THIS SIDE OF THE BORDER 
SCHNEIDER 
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